Next Conference 2011 impressions
My name is Irina Vyalih. I work at Fergana Regional Information-Library Center as a chief librarian and system administrator in Foreign literature department and IT department. My responsibilities range from administering computers, local network of 40 computers and two servers, library software to serving users and searching information under patrons' requests online.

The Conference was focused around many of the topics I was really interested in as both a librarian and an IT expert.
What was great about the conference is that it was the place where many people like me gather together with the same interests, problems, ideas. We all want to make life better, everyone in his / her library and the efforts we undertake on places don’t have to be left inside the walls of one particular library, not even within one city or country. The efforts, ideas, solutions, can and ought to be shared to add up to and extend the efforts of other libraries. Share and learn others’ experiences on the topics of your interest to improve your library, to avoid mistakes others did and you might do if you go the same way. The Conference became a place where people could meet to one another and to talk face to face, to share experience, to help each other or to make partnerships.
That’s what I could do during the days of my stay in Copenhagen, all Århus suburbs and the Next Conference days in Århus. Unforgettable meetings, amazing people, unusual and sometimes strange places are just to name some. We have been visiting several libraries in Aarhus suburbs and they were quite different from our libraries back home. Sometimes I couldn’t even say if it was a library or just a cultural center for people living in the area. Such was for me the Hjøring Bibliotekerne. The librarians here say: Libraries are for everyone, no matter the age, sex, occupation and etc. It’s not just the place to borrow books, but here one can use libraries, use all its resources and capacities. It was great to hear. Our libraries in Uzbekistan are only on the way to such things, and here they are successfully implemented.
All the libraries we were visiting had one common trait - they were branches of larger library networks. The cooperation between libraries is as natural as breathing. This is what we’ll have to learn from the Danish libraries.

Another difference I found interesting was that all libraries have places or/and departments for children. The libraries in Uzbekistan are not like that, we have separation between libraries for adults and for children. Danish libraries are the one-stop libraries for the whole family. And it’s not only about reading books, it’s the place where kids can read and play, play and learn!
The Danish library system seemed very effective to me. All libraries use the same library system (the same catalogue). All the books that are stored in all libraries throughout the country can be found in the on-line catalogue from any computer where Internet is available. Locally librarians may and do use their own local systems for their own resources management. Their systems are compatible with the global system, which is very important.
There were some similar things as well. All the libraries report to their headquarters in Copenhagen, just like Uzbek libraries, but unlike American libraries. What was different is that Danish libraries do not have plans, visits and circulation figures to meet. Our libraries must meet the demands of our headquarters.
The days before the Conference were full of interesting meetings and private talks to many librarians, which was of great importance for me. I could ask questions about work of the libraries the answers which I would never find in the Internet or in any other resources.
When the Conference started I was shocked by the number and diversity of the librarians and library specialists. All the world seemed has gathered together to ask questions and find answers, share experiences and help each other. It was great that I could meet librarians from both developed and developing countries. I could find out how they face challenges in their small and big libraries.  There were employees of all spheres of librarianship. So I have gathered a good load of knowledge to share back home. I’m going to organize a meeting with a presentation for all librarians in my library and to share with them what I’ve learned at the Next Livrary 2011.
The presentation of Mr. Chu from Hangzhou Public Library was very impressive. But more impressive was their library. It’s not even big, it’s huge. The number of 6000 visitors daily took everybody’s breath away! And the capacity of the library allows them to increase this number up to 24000 visitors daily.
I liked a lot the workshop Open Source – as a sustainable model for collaborative Library Innovation. You should have seen the debates there. The participants couldn’t agree if open source is good or evil, if it can be controlled or it’s more like a chaos. The time of the workshop wasn’t enough and the discussion transited to the afterwards private talks. Everybody had their good and bad experiences with open source project and had a lot to share.
I also found very useful for myself the session about Libraries in Urban Development. It was very unusual for me to think about a library built on the place of former industrial premises. It was amazing to see how huge ugly places are transformed into beautiful centers of culture and knowledge. My city is an industrial city and such ideas may contribute to city planning.
The poster session was among something very new and unique for me. Billboards and paper makes ideas, projects, plans to become alive and to tell real stories of real people and libraries.
Generally the organization of the Conference I liked very much. A mixture of “sitting” workshops and study tours was a good idea I think. And the dancing warm-ups in the morning of each day really made people energizing and ready to create and share ideas during the day.
The chief expectation from the Conference were achieved I think. I met librarians from all over the world learned a lot about innovation and democracy. And I made many friends and future partners for my library!

Thank you a lot the Next Conference 2011 and its organizers!
